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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

PROPOSED 
ACTION: 

The United States (U.S.) Border Patrol (USBP) El Paso Sector 
proposes the expansion of the existing 15-acre Fabens Firing Range 
near Fabens, Texas.  USBP proposes to lease 304 acres of property 
from the University of Texas System to expand an existing USBP 
firing range and associated facilities.  The existing 18-lane firing 
range would have a canopy and baffles installed, reconstruction of 
the surrounding safety berm, enhancement of the water drainage 
system, and surfacing of the range access road. The new facilities 
would include an 18- to 20-lane outdoor fully baffled and canopied 
range, an indoor firing range modular building, a 60-foot x 40-foot 
modular classroom, expansion of perimeter lighting of 15 acres, 
installation of a water well and perimeter fencing. 
 

PURPOSE AND 
NEED FOR THE 
PROPOSED 
ACTION: 

The purpose of this expansion is to support the mission of USBP El 
Paso Sector. The proposed property lease acquisition and expansion 
of the firing range would accommodate the growing need for more 
agents in the El Paso Sector as required for implementation of the 
Secure Border Initiative and the National Strategic Plan.  
 
Fabens Firing Range expects an increase in agent firing range usage 
from the current 1,100 agents per quarter to approximately 1,800 per 
quarter.  The projected agent increase would require additional lanes 
to enable USBP agents to remain proficient on their assigned 
weapons. 
    

ALTERNATIVES 
CONSIDERED:  

There are two alternatives under consideration: The No Action 
Alternative and the Proposed Action Alternative (described above).  
Under the No Action Alternative, Fabens Firing Range would remain 
at its present location with no expansion of the outdoor firing range 
and with no indoor firing range capabilities at the site.    
  

ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACTS OF THE 
PROPOSED 
ACTION: 

Implementation of the Proposed Action Alternative would ultimately 
remove 15 acres of soil and vegetation communities from biological 
production. The perimeter fencing would limit access to wildlife.  Air 
quality, water quality, and noise would be temporarily impacted by 
construction activities, but would return to baseline conditions after 
the completion of the construction activities. There would be minor 
impacts to transportation associated with increased traffic and to 
noise from increase range usage.  There would be minor indirect 
impacts to water resources.   
 

CONCLUSIONS: Based on the findings of this analysis and the assumption that all 
design measures recommended herein are implemented, no 
significant adverse impacts would occur from the Proposed Action 
Alternative, and no additional National Environmental Policy Act 
documentation is warranted. 

BW1 FOIA CBP 005057



Fabens Firing Range EA iii                  Final 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE LEFT INTENTIONALLY BLANK 

BW1 FOIA CBP 005058



 

Fabens Firing Range EA iv                  Final 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY .............................................................................................................. ii 
1.0 INTRODUCTION............................................................................................................1-1 
1.1 CBP BACKGROUND .....................................................................................................1-3 
1.2 REGULATORY AUTHORITY.........................................................................................1-4 
1.3 PROJECT AREA LOCATION ........................................................................................1-4 
1.4 PURPOSE AND NEED ..................................................................................................1-6 
1.5 APPLICABLE ENVIRONMENTAL STATUTES AND REGULATIONS ..........................1-7 
1.6 REPORT ORGANIZATION............................................................................................1-7 
2.0 ALTERNATIVES............................................................................................................2-1 
2.1 ALTERNATIVES CARRIED FORWARD........................................................................2-1 

2.1.1 No Action Alternative..........................................................................................2-1 
2.1.2 Proposed Action Alternative ...............................................................................2-1 

2.2 SUMMARY.....................................................................................................................2-3 
3.0 AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT ........................................................................................3-1 
3.1 LAND USE .....................................................................................................................3-2 
3.2 SOILS.............................................................................................................................3-2 

3.2.1 Prime Farmland..................................................................................................3-4 
3.3 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES..........................................................................................3-5 

3.3.1 Vegetation ..........................................................................................................3-5 
3.3.1.1 Project Area Vegetation..........................................................................3-5 
3.3.1.2 Non-native and Invasive Plant Species ..................................................3-6 

3.3.2 Wildlife Resources..............................................................................................3-6 
3.3.3 Protected Species and Critical Habitat ...............................................................3-7 

3.3.3.1 Federal Endangered Species .................................................................3-7 
3.3.3.2 Critical Habitat ........................................................................................3-9 
3.3.3.3 State Endangered Species ...................................................................3-10 

3.4 CULTURAL RESOURCES ..........................................................................................3-11 
3.4.1 Cultural History.................................................................................................3-12 

3.4.1.1 Paleo-Indian Period ..............................................................................3-13 
3.4.1.2  Archaic Period .....................................................................................3-13 
3.4.1.3 Late Prehistoric Period .........................................................................3-14 
3.4.1.4 Historic Period ......................................................................................3-14 

3.4.2 Results of Past and Current Surveys ...............................................................3-16 
3.5 WATER RESOURCES ................................................................................................3-16 

3.5.1 Water Quality....................................................................................................3-16 
3.5.2 Surface Water ..................................................................................................3-16 
3.5.3 Ground Water...................................................................................................3-17 
3.5.4 Waters of the U.S. and Wetlands .....................................................................3-18 

3.6 AIR QUALITY...............................................................................................................3-19 
3.6.1 Federal and State Standards ...........................................................................3-19 
3.6.2 Status of Air Quality..........................................................................................3-20 
3.6.3 Conformity Rule Requirements ........................................................................3-21 

3.7 SOLID AND HAZARDOUS WASTES ..........................................................................3-21 
3.7.1 Hazardous Material ..........................................................................................3-21 
3.7.2 Regulatory Applicability ....................................................................................3-23 

3.7.2.1 Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) .............................3-24 

BW1 FOIA CBP 005059



 

Fabens Firing Range EA v                  Final 

3.7.2.2 Clean Water Act....................................................................................3-24 
3.7.2.3 Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and 

Liability Act (CERCLA)..........................................................................3-24 
3.8 NOISE ..........................................................................................................................3-24 
3.9 SOCIOECONOMICS ...................................................................................................3-25 

3.9.1 Population and Demographics .........................................................................3-25 
3.9.2 Employment, Poverty Levels and Income ........................................................3-26 
3.9.3 Housing ............................................................................................................3-26 
3.9.4 Environmental Justice ......................................................................................3-26 
3.9.5 Protection of Children.......................................................................................3-27 

3.10 TRANSPORTATION ....................................................................................................3-27 
4.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES ........................................................................4-1 
4.1 LAND USE .....................................................................................................................4-1 

4.1.1 No Action Alternative..........................................................................................4-1 
4.1.2 Proposed Action Alternative ...............................................................................4-2 

4.2 SOILS.............................................................................................................................4-2 
4.2.1 No Action Alternative..........................................................................................4-2 
4.2.2 Proposed Action Alternative ...............................................................................4-2 

4.3 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES..........................................................................................4-3 
4.3.1 Vegetation ..........................................................................................................4-3 

4.3.1.1 No Action Alternative ..............................................................................4-3 
4.3.1.2 Proposed Action Alternative ...................................................................4-3 

4.3.2 Wildlife................................................................................................................4-4 
4.3.2.1 No Action Alternative ..............................................................................4-4 
4.3.2.2 Proposed Action Alternative ...................................................................4-4 

4.3.3 Threatened and Endangered Species................................................................4-5 
4.3.3.1 No Action Alternative ..............................................................................4-5 
4.3.3.2 Proposed Action Alternative ...................................................................4-5 

4.3.4 Non-native and Invasive Plants ..........................................................................4-5 
4.3.4.1 No Action Alternative ..............................................................................4-5 
4.3.4.2 Proposed Action Alternative ...................................................................4-5 

4.4 CULTURAL RESOURCES ............................................................................................4-6 
4.4.1 No Action Alternative..........................................................................................4-6 
4.4.2 Proposed Action Alternative ...............................................................................4-6 

4.5 WATER RESOURCES ..................................................................................................4-6 
4.5.1 Surface and Ground Water ................................................................................4-7 

4.5.1.1 No Action Alternative ..............................................................................4-7 
4.5.1.2 Proposed Action Alternative ...................................................................4-7 

4.5.2 Water Quality......................................................................................................4-8 
4.5.2.1 No Action Alternative ..............................................................................4-8 
4.5.2.2 Proposed Action Alternative ...................................................................4-8 

4.5.3 Wetlands and Waters of the U.S. .......................................................................4-8 
4.5.3.1 No Action Alternative ..............................................................................4-8 
4.5.3.2 Proposed Action Alternative ...................................................................4-8 

4.6 AIR QUALITY.................................................................................................................4-8 
4.6.1 No Action Alternative..........................................................................................4-8 
4.6.2 Proposed Action Alternative ...............................................................................4-9 

4.7 SOLID AND HAZARDOUS WASTE.............................................................................4-10 
4.7.1 No Action Alternative........................................................................................4-11 
4.7.2 Proposed Action Alternative .............................................................................4-11 

BW1 FOIA CBP 005060



 

Fabens Firing Range EA vi                  Final 

4.8 NOISE ..........................................................................................................................4-12 
4.8.1 No Action Alternative........................................................................................4-12 
4.8.2 Proposed Action Alternative .............................................................................4-12 

4.9 SOCIOECONOMICS ...................................................................................................4-12 
4.9.1 No Action Alternative........................................................................................4-13 
4.9.2 Proposed Action Alternative .............................................................................4-13 
4.9.3 Executive Order 12898, Environmental Justice................................................4-13 

4.9.3.1 No Action Alternative ............................................................................4-13 
4.9.3.2 Proposed Action Alternative .................................................................4-13 

4.9.4 Executive Order 13045, Protection of Children ................................................4-13 
4.9.4.1 No Action Alternative ............................................................................4-13 
4.9.4.2 Proposed Action Alternative .................................................................4-14 

4.10 TRANSPORTATION ....................................................................................................4-14 
4.10.1 No Action Alternative........................................................................................4-14 
4.10.2 Proposed Action Alternative .............................................................................4-14 

5.0 CUMULATIVE EFFECTS ..............................................................................................5-1 
5.1 No Action Alternative..........................................................................................5-3 
5.2 Proposed Action Alternative ...............................................................................5-3 

6.0 ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN MEASURES....................................................................6-1 
6.1 GENERAL CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES....................................................................6-1 
6.2 SOILS.............................................................................................................................6-2 
6.3 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES..........................................................................................6-2 
6.4 CULTURAL RESOURCES ............................................................................................6-3 
6.5 AIR QUALITY.................................................................................................................6-4 
6.6 WATER RESOURCES ..................................................................................................6-4 
6.7 NOISE ............................................................................................................................6-4 
6.8 SOLID AND HAZARDOUS WASTES ............................................................................6-5 
6.9 TRANSPORTATION ......................................................................................................6-6 
6.10 SOCIOECONOMICS .....................................................................................................6-6 
7.0 PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT...............................................................................................7-1 
7.1 AGENCY COORDINATION ...........................................................................................7-1 
7.2 PUBLIC REVIEW ...........................................................................................................7-1 
8.0 REFERENCES...............................................................................................................8-1 
9.0 ACRONYMS/ABBREVIATIONS ...................................................................................9-1 
10.0 LIST OF PREPARERS ................................................................................................10-1 
 

BW1 FOIA CBP 005061



 

Fabens Firing Range EA vii                  Final 

LIST OF FIGURES 
Figure 1-1.  Project Vicinity Map ................................................................................................1-2 
Figure 1-2.  Project Location Map..............................................................................................1-5 
Figure 2-1.  Project Area............................................................................................................2-2 
Figure 2-2.  Firing Range Facility Conceptual Design ...............................................................2-4 
Figure 3-1.  Proposed Action Alternative Soils Map ..................................................................3-3 

 
 

LIST OF TABLES 
Table 1-1.  Applicable Environmental Statutes and Regulations ...............................................1-7 
Table 2-1.  Alternative Matrix .....................................................................................................2-5 
Table 2-2.  Summary Matrix of Potential Impacts ......................................................................2-5 
Table 3-1.  Federally Listed, Proposed, and Candidate Species Potentially Occurring 

within El Paso County, Texas...................................................................................3-8 
Table 3-2.  Prehistoric Cultural Phases and Age Estimates from Choke Canyon 

Reservoir ................................................................................................................3-12 
Table 3-3.  National Ambient Air Quality Standards ................................................................3-19 
Table 3-4.  Typical Contaminants of Concern in Landfill Leachate..........................................3-22 
Table 3-5.  Contaminants of Concern at Small Arms Firing Ranges .......................................3-23 
Table 3-6.  A-Weighted (dBA) Sound Levels of Typical Noise Environments .........................3-25 
Table 4-1.  Total Air Emissions (tons/year) from Construction Activities ...................................4-9 
Table 6-1.  BMPs for Small Arms Firing Ranges .......................................................................6-5 
 

 
LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS 

Photograph 1-1.  Administrative section of the range. ...............................................................1-1 
Photograph 1-2.  Firing range section of the range. ..................................................................1-1 
Photograph 3-1.  Chihuahuan desertscrub vegetation in the project area.................................3-5 
 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
Appendix A. Texas Noxious Plants List  
Appendix B. Endangered and Protected Species Lists  
Appendix C. Air Quality Calculations 
Appendix D. Correspondence 
 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

BW1 FOIA CBP 005062



SECTION 1.0
INTRODUCTION

BW1 FOIA CBP 005063



 

BW1 FOIA CBP 005064



 

Fabens Firing Range EA 1-1                  Final 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

United States (U.S.) Customs and Border Protection (CBP), U.S. Border Patrol (USBP), El Paso 

Sector has prepared this Environmental Assessment (EA) to addresses the potential effects, 

beneficial and adverse, from the expansion and operation of an USBP Firing Range near Fabens, 

Texas (Figure 1-1).  CBP proposes to lease approximately 304 acres of real property from the 

University of Texas System for construction of the proposed firing range additions, associated 

facilities, and a noise and safety buffer.  The existing 15-acre firing range currently resides within 

the 304 acres of land proposed for lease by USBP.  The range has operated on the current 15 

acres since 1978 and supports small arms training for the El Paso, Ysleta, Fabens, and Fort 

Hancock stations of the El Paso Sector.  In addition, the firing range has been, and is currently 

used by Texas Department of Public Safety and other Federal and state law enforcement 

agencies.  USBP proposes to expand Fabens Firing Range (FFR) facilities to accommodate the 

increasing agent force deployed to the El Paso Sector under the USBP’s National Strategic Plan.  

The National Strategic Plan was designed to gain and maintain control of the U.S. borders (CBP 

2004). 

 

The current FFR consists of 15 acres located within the proposed 304-acre project area.  The 

current 15-acre firing range footprint is considered to be disturbed land from its use as a firing 

range and from vehicle transportation around the area for range maintenance.  FFR is considered 

a small arms firing range, as the range regularly accepts .50 caliber or smaller nonexploding 

ammunition.  At the present time, the firing range includes an outdoor 18-lane range with an 

administrative section and a firing range section.  The administrative section (Photograph 1-1) 

consists of a trailer, storage building, picnic area and water tank while the firing range section 

(Photograph 1-2) includes a shelter, restroom, water tank, observational tower with warning flag,

Photograph 1-1.  Administrative section of the 
existing range. 

Photograph 1-2.  Firing range section of 
the existing range. 
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generator and storage building.  USBP proposes to modify the current outdoor range and 

drainage system, build an 18-20 lane secondary outdoor firing range, and construct a modular 

indoor range (QuickRange™).  To support these facilities USBP would also drill a water well for 

range wetting and dust suppression and pave an existing road with asphalt.  Additional fencing 

would be installed around the perimeter of the 304-acre parcel for safety and security 

considerations.  The proposed firing range expansion would remain within the previously 

disturbed 15-acre footprint.  The remainder of the property (289 acres) would be used as a noise 

and safety buffer for the firing range.   
 

This EA was prepared in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, 

the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations implementing NEPA (Title 40 of the U.S. 

Code of Federal Regulations [CFR], Parts 1500-1508), and the Department of Homeland Security 

(DHS) Management Directive 5100.1, which is the Environmental Planning Program Directive that 

outlines CBP’s procedures for the implementation of NEPA. 

 

1.1 CBP BACKGROUND 
 

In 1924, Congress created USBP to serve as the law enforcement entity of Immigration and 

Naturalization Service (INS), which it did until November 25, 2002. With the passage of the 

Homeland Security Act of 2002 (Public Law [PL] 107-296), Congress transferred all INS 

responsibilities to the newly created DHS.  CBP also assumes many responsibilities and functions 

of other branches of  INS, as well as those of U.S. Customs Service and Animal and Plant Health 

Inspection Service. 

 

The mission of CBP is to prevent terrorists and terrorist weapons from entering the U.S. (CBP 

2004).  This mission involves maintaining a diverse, multi-layered approach, which includes 

improving security along the international borders and of ports of entry.  As part of this mission, 

the CBP works to implement its National Border Patrol Strategy (CBP 2004), identify and seize 

terrorists’ assets and funding sources, and enhance the support infrastructure to further develop 

targets and analyses. 

 

The implied tasks of this mission are to strengthen U.S. borders, to prevent the entry of terrorists 

and terrorist weapons, smugglers, illegal aliens (IAs), narcotics, and other contraband.  The 

principle objective of USBP is to apply appropriate levels of personnel, intelligence, technology, 
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and infrastructure resources to increase the level of operational effectiveness until the likelihood of 

apprehension is sufficient enough to be an effective deterrent that conveys an absolute certainty 

of detection and apprehension. 

 
1.2 REGULATORY AUTHORITY 
 

The primary sources of authority granted to USBP agents are the Immigration and Nationality Act 

(INA), found in Title 8 of the United States Code (USC), and other statutes relating to the 

immigration and naturalization of aliens. The secondary sources of authority are administrative 

regulations implementing those statutes, primarily those found in Title 8 of the CFR (Section 287), 

judicial decisions, and administrative decisions of the Board of Immigration Appeals. In addition, 

the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act,  and subsequently the Homeland 

Security Act of 2002, mandates DHS to acquire and improve equipment and technology along the 

border, hire and train new agents for the border region, and develop effective border enforcement 

strategies. 

 

The statutory provisions related to enforcement authority are found in Sections 287(a), 287(b), 

287(c), and 287(e) [8 USC § 1357(a,b,c, and e)]; Section 235(a) [8 USC § 1225]; Sections 

274(b) and 274(c) [8 USC § 1324(b,c)]; Section 274(a) [8 USC § 1324(a)]; and Section 274(c) [8 

USC § 1324(c)] of the INA. Other statutory sources of authority are Title 18 of the USC, which 

has several provisions that specifically relate to enforcement of immigration and nationality laws; 

Title 19 [19 USC § 1401(i)], relating to U.S. Customs Service cross-designation of immigration 

officers; and Title 21 [21 USC § 878], relating to Drug Enforcement Agency cross-designation of 

immigration officers. 

 

1.3 PROJECT AREA LOCATION  
 

The project area is located on 304 acres directly northeast of the intersection of Interstate 10 (I-

10) and Texas Farm to Market Road 793 (FM 793), and approximately 33 miles southeast of the 

City of El Paso in El Paso County, Texas (Figure 1-2).   
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1.4 PURPOSE AND NEED  
 

The purpose of the proposed action is to provide a state-of-the art firing range where USBP 

agents can qualify with a range of small arms weapons.  Qualification with a variety of weapons is 

critical for law enforcement duties, and would sustain agent proficiency, provide a safer working 

environment for USBP agents, and further facilitate USBP’s mission to gain, maintain, and extend 

control of the U.S.-Mexico border.  Various training classes are held at the firing range and 

include: quarterly training; remedial training; tactical firearms instruction; firearms instructor and 

range safety officer training; and night (low level light) training.  The existing FFR currently 

provides 18 firing lanes, and is situated on approximately 15 acres of land located within the 

proposed 304-acre lease acquisition.  Currently approximately 1,100 USBP agents from the El 

Paso, Ysleta, Fabens, and Fort Hancock Stations use the existing facilities to qualify on small 

arms usage each quarter.  No other firing range in the vicinity of these USBP stations is available 

for USBP firing practice and training.  In addition, other Federal and state law enforcement 

agencies use FFR for small arms practice.  It is anticipated that under the Secure Border Initiative 

and the National Strategic Plan, 1,800 agents would use the range per quarter.  A new, larger 

range is needed to accommodate the increased number of agents in the El Paso Sector so that all 

agents t required to use the range can do so in a safe and timely manner.   

 

The need for the indoor range is based on operational and programmatic concerns that it would 

lessen noise and environmental issues, allow for use of the firing range in inclement weather, 

and would also accommodate the increase in USBP agents from the Texas offices of the El 

Paso Sector.   

 

To summarize, the purpose and need for this proposed facility expansion is to:  

 
• support additional agents in the El Paso Sector, Texas stations;  

• provide safer working conditions; 

• allow agents to train in inclement weather; 

• allow agents increased effectiveness in the performance of their duties; and 
• enhance USBP’s mission to gain, maintain, and extend control of the U.S.-

Mexico border. 
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1.5 APPLICABLE ENVIRONMENTAL STATUTES AND REGULATIONS 
 

This EA was prepared by DHS-CBP and USBP, in accordance with the NEPA of 1969; 

Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973, as amended; the National Historic Preservation Act 

(NHPA) of 1966, as amended; the Archaeological and Historical Preservation Act of 1974, as 

amended; Executive Order (EO) No. 11593, “Protection and Enhancement of the Cultural 

Environment”; EO No. 11988, “Floodplain Management”; EO No. 11990, “Protection of Wetlands”; 

EO No. 13007, “Indian Sacred Sites”; EO No. 13045, “Protection of Children from Environmental 

Health Risks”; and EO No. 12898 “Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice.”  Table 1-1 

summarizes the applicable environmental statutes and regulations that guided the development of 

this EA. 

 

Table 1-1.  Applicable Environmental Statutes and Regulations 

Federal Statutes 
Archaeological and Historical Preservation Act of 1974, as amended 
Clean Air Act of 1955, as amended 
Clean Water Act of 1977, as amended 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1972 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended 
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended 
Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Act of 1954 
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968, as amended 
Farmland Protection Policy Act of 1980 
Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of 1990 

Executive Orders, Memorandums, etc. 
Floodplain Management (EO 11988) of 1977 
Protection of Wetlands  (EO 11990) of 1977 
Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice to Minority Populations and Low-Income 
Populations (EO 12898) of 1994 
Protection of Children from Environmental Health Risks (EO 13045) of 1997 
Protection of Migratory Birds & Game Mammals (EO 11629) of 2001 
Indian Sacred Sites (EO 13007) of 1996 
Consultation and Coordination with Indian Tribal Governments (EO 13175) of 2000 
Government-to-Government Relations with Native American Tribal Governments (Presidential 
Memorandum) of 1994 

 

1.6 REPORT ORGANIZATION  
 

This EA is divided into ten sections, including this section.  Section 2 describes the alternatives 

that would satisfy the stated purpose and need.  Current environmental conditions within the 
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project area and vicinity are presented in Section 3.  The potential impacts, beneficial and 

adverse, of the considered alternatives are discussed in Section 4.  The cumulative effects of 

past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions are discussed in Section 5.  Section 6 

presents environmental design measures and plans to reduce, eliminate, or compensate for  any 

adverse impacts to the human or natural environment.  Section 7 discusses public involvement 

measures that have been utilized throughout the preparation of this EA in soliciting, obtaining, and 

incorporating input from the general public and resource agencies.  References used while 

preparing the EA, as cited in the text, are listed in Section 8.  A list of acronyms and abbreviations 

used throughout this EA is provided in Section 9, while the list of persons responsible for 

preparing the EA is presented in Section 10.  Appendix A provides a list of Texas noxious plants, 

and Appendix B provides a list of Federal and state endangered species.  Appendix C provides 

the results of air quality calculations, and Appendix D provides correspondence with Federal and 

state agencies, tribes, and interested parties. 
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Fabens Firing Range EA 2-1                  Final 

2.0 ALTERNATIVES 
 

The proposed action is to expand a current USBP facility (Figure 2-1); therefore, it would not be 

feasible to build a new facility at a new location.  Given the specific stations supported by FFR, 

the relocation of the range to other areas would reduce its effectiveness for the local USBP 

agents.  Because no other alternatives meet the project’s purpose and need, the only other 

alternative considered is the No Action Alternative.  

 

2.1 ALTERNATIVES CARRIED FORWARD 
 

The two alternatives carried forward for detailed analyses included: (1) no further development 

(No Action Alternative); and (2) the lease acquisition of 304 acres of property, the expansion of 

the current facility, and the maintenance and operation of the FFR facility (Proposed Action 

Alternative).   

 

2.1.1 No Action Alternative 
The No Action Alternative would require the FFR to remain on the current 15 acres, in the 

current location with no certain future expectations of a new, larger firing range facility to 

accommodate the increasing number of agents and staff, or upgrade of buildings or other 

needs.  Currently, there is an 18-lane firing range, administrative facilities and a helipad. 

Although the No Action Alternative does not meet the purpose and need, it will be carried 

forward for analysis to provide a baseline by which to compare the Proposed Action Alternative. 

 

2.1.2 Proposed Action Alternative  
The Proposed Action Alternative includes modifications to the current FFR, such as installing a 

safety canopy and baffles, reconstruction of the surrounding safety berm, and enhancement of 

the water drainage system (Figure 2-1).  A fully baffled, canopied, 18 to 20 lane secondary 

range would also be constructed, as well as a new modular indoor firing range, also called a 

QuickRange™, that includes four firing lanes with appropriate support facilities.  The proposed 

baffle and canopy of the existing and new range lanes would add a significant measure of safety 

to FFR by ensuring the containment of any small arms fire to within the fully baffled, canopied, 

and bermed area. 
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